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F I L M  P R E S E N T A T I O N S
Note:To ensure the safety of all patrons, no
one will be admitted to a film after the doors
have closed and the lights have gone down.

Guggenheim Films for
National Park Service 
In partnership with the 2005 Environ-
mental Film Festival in the Nation’s
Capital, and in celebration of the first
year of the Charles Guggenheim Center
for the Documentary Film at the Na-
tional Archives, we present a selection of
films produced and directed by Charles
Guggenheim for the National Park
Service. Introductory remarks will be
provided by Grace Guggenheim, Ex-
ecutive Producer, Guggenheim Produc-
tions. Friday, March 11, 7 p.m. Reser-
vations required.

Monument to a Dream (1964)
This award-winning film presents the
story of the building of the Jefferson
National Expansion Memorial Arch in
St. Louis, MO, depicting the engineer-
ing achievement as a metaphor for the
struggle to win the West. (28 minutes)

Island of Hope, Island of Tears
(1989)
This film is a tribute to the 18 million
men, women, and children who made
the torturous journey from Old World
to New World between 1890 and 1920
in the largest migration in human histo-
ry. The film traces the immigrants’
departure, their journey across the
ocean, and their final arrival and pro-
cessing at Ellis Island, NY. (28 minutes)

A Place in the Land (1998) 
George Perkins Marsh, Frederick
Billings, and Laurance Rockefeller, three
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seminal figures in the history of the con-
servation movement in America, were
connected by a common place—a prop-
erty in Woodstock,VT—and a common
vision—a determination to preserve
America’s natural resources.Today, their
legacy continues at the Marsh-Billings-
Rockefeller National Historical Park,
the first National Park in America dedi-
cated to teaching about land steward-
ship. (33 minutes)

Men of Bronze
In conjunction with the Washington,
DC, Convention and Tourism Corp-
oration’s celebration of French-Am-
erican relations, the National Archives
presents this 1977 documentary about
black American soldiers of the 369th
U.S. combat regiment, the 15th Infan-
try from New York. Known as the
“Harlem Hellfighters,” the unit served
with the French Army during World
War I.The documentary, by filmmaker
William Miles, uses photographs, inter-
views, and footage from French and
American archives to tell the story 
of these unsung heroes. It won an
American Film Festival Award and a
CINE Golden Eagle Award in 1978. (60
minutes) Friday, March 18, noon.
Reservations required.

L E C T U R E

Environmental Law
Richard Lazarus will discuss his book The
Making of Environmental Law (University of
Chicago, 2004). Lazarus offers a new
interpretation of the past three decades of
this area of law, examining the legal,
political, cultural, and scientific factors
that have shaped—and sometimes hin-
dered—the creation of pollution con-

trols and natural resource management
laws. Lazarus has served as a litigator for
the Justice Department’s Environment
and Natural Resources Division, an assis-
tant to the Solicitor General, and a mem-
ber of advisory boards for the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, the
World Wildlife Fund, and the Environ-
mental Defense Fund. He is currently a
professor at the Georgetown University
Law Center. Thursday, March 10, 7 p.m.
Reservations required.

W O M E N ’ S  H I S T O R Y
M O N T H  P R O G R A M S
The 2005 Women’s History Month
theme,“Women Change America,” hon-
ors and recognizes the role of American
women in transforming culture, history,
and politics as leaders, writers, scien-
tists, educators, politicians, artists, his-
torians, and informed citizens. “Women
Change America” celebrates the myriad
ways in which the spirit, courage, and
contributions of women have added to
the vitality, richness, and diversity of
American life. The National Archives
presents three programs highlighting
women who changed America.

Washington Press Corps
Commonly referred to as the “First
Lady of the Press,” former White House
Bureau Chief Helen Thomas has been
breaking through barriers for women
reporters while covering every Presi-
dent since John F. Kennedy. She will
provide introductory remarks before
Donald Ritchie, Assistant Historian of
the U.S. Senate, discusses his book
Reporting from Washington:A History of the
Washington Press Corps (Oxford, 2005).
Ritchie offers a chronicle of news cov-
erage in our nation’s capital from the

early days of radio and print reporting
and the heyday of the wire services to
the brave new world of the Internet.
Thursday, March 17, 5:30 p.m. Reserva-
tions required.

“It’s Our War, Too!”
In honor of the noteworthy contribu-
tions made by women in the military,
the National Archives will host a screen-
ing of selections from its motion picture
collection.This evening will provide an
opportunity to view rarely seen docu-
mentary, newsreel, and training footage
of women in action on the home front
and in the field during World War I,
World War II, the Korean War, and the
Vietnam War. (Approximately 90 min-
utes) Friday, March 25, 7 p.m. Reser-
vations required.

Letters to Eleanor
Roosevelt
Catherine Knepper will discuss her
book Dear Mrs.Roosevelt: Letters to Eleanor
Roosevelt Through Depression and War
(Carroll & Graf, 2004). This collection
of letters offers an intimate view of a
challenging era and a refreshingly per-
sonal portrait of a woman in the White
House dedicated to aiding the less for-
tunate. Often addressed as “Mrs.
President,” Eleanor Roosevelt received
hundreds of letters daily during her 12
years as First Lady. Knepper has select-
ed nearly 200 of these letters—from
people impoverished during the
Depression, blacks suffering the effects
of racism, mothers of soldiers during
World War II, and more—along with
many of Eleanor Roosevelt’s replies, to
tell the story of the Greatest Generation
in its own words. Wednesday, March 30,
noon. Reservations required.
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Genealogy workshop
Genealogy on the
Internet
Washington Room | 10 a.m.

Films
Guggenheim Films for
Park Service
McGowan Theater | 7 p.m.

Symposium
Lincoln Scholarship
Auditorium, College Park, MD
9 a.m.–5 p.m.

Genealogy workshop
Irish Research in
U.S. Sources
Washington Room
10:15 a.m.

Author lecture 
Environmental Law
McGowan Theater | 7 p.m.

Exhibit opening
Teaching With
Documents
O’Brien Gallery

Film
Men of Bronze
McGowan Theater | noon

Genealogy workshop
Naturalization
Records
Washington Room | 10 a.m.

Lecture:“Know Your Records”
Electronic
Resources for
Women’s Studies
Lecture Room C, College
Park, MD | 11 a.m.

Lecture
Walter Johnson’s
Baseballs
Jefferson Room | 7 p.m.

Films
“It’s Our War, Too!”
McGowan Theater | 7 p.m.

Author lecture
Theodore Roosevelt
Jefferson Room | noon

Lecture:“Know Your Records”
Women in the
Revolutionary War
Room G-24 | 11 a.m.

Lecture:“Know Your Records”
Electronic Resources
for Women’s Studies
Room G-24| 11 a.m.

Author lecture
Emancipation
Proclamation
Jefferson Room | noon

Author lecture
Letters to
Eleanor
Roosevelt

McGowan Theater | noon

Author lecture
John Jay
Jefferson Room | 7 p.m.

Author lecture
The American Congress
Jefferson Room | noon

Lecture:“Know Your
Records”
Women in the
Revolutionary War
Lecture Room C, College
Park, MD | 11 a.m.

Author lecture
Washington Press Corps
McGowan Theater | 5:30 p.m.

In The William G. McGowan Theater

A L S O  T H I S  M O N T H

Reservations are required for all programs and must be made at least 24 hours in advance.Reserve by e-mail (reservations.nwe@nara.gov) or telephone (202-501-5000).

L E C T U R E S  A N D  B O O K S I G N I N G S

The American Congress: Julian E. Zelizer will be joined by a panel of
guest speakers to discuss The American Congress:The Building of Democracy (Houghton
Mifflin, 2005). Zelizer, professor of history at Boston University, has gathered 40
essays by renowned historians to capture the landmark legislation, memorable per-
sonalities, and full drama of Congress. Organized around four major periods of con-
gressional history, the volume brings a fresh perspective to familiar watershed
events, including the Civil War, Watergate, and the Vietnam War. Jefferson Room
(Room 122). Wednesday, March 2, noon. Reservations required.

Theodore Roosevelt: Patricia O’Toole will discuss her latest book, When
Trumpets Call:Theodore Roosevelt After the White House (Simon & Schuster, 2005). Only
50 when he left the Presidency in 1909,Theodore Roosevelt continued to lead a life
in the political arena. After going on safari for a year, he challenged Taft for the
Republican nomination in 1912, formed a new political party, and led the charge
against U.S. neutrality in 1915. During World War I, he devoted his energies to sell-
ing the country on Liberty Bonds and pressuring Wilson on the war effort. Drawn
from a wealth of new materials, O’Toole’s book reveals Roosevelt’s sense of himself
as a man summoned to the heroic. Jefferson Room (Room 122). Wednesday, March
16, noon. Reservations required.

Emancipation Proclamation: Allen C. Guelzo will discuss “I Freed
Who? The Eight Lies We Cheerfully Believe About Lincoln and Emancipation.” Based
on his latest book, Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation:The End of Slavery in America
(Simon & Schuster, 2005), Guelzo’s presentation confronts the numerous ways in
which the greatest document of American freedom in the 19th century has been
buried under layers of misunderstanding and bad historical faith. Guelzo is the
Henry R. Luce Professor of the Civil War Era and Director of Civil War Era Studies
at Gettysburg College. Jefferson Room (Room 122). Wednesday, March 23, noon.
Reservations required.

Walter Johnson’s Baseballs: Journalist Henry W. Thomas will talk
about the theft and recovery of a priceless collection of opening day baseballs signed
by U.S. Presidents and owned by his grandfather Walter Johnson, the great pitcher
for the Washington Senators. Johnson bequeathed the collection to the Baseball Hall
of Fame in Cooperstown, NY, where it mysteriously disappeared.Thomas, author of
Walter Johnson: Baseball’s Big Train, will describe his discovery that the collection was
missing, his long search, the challenges he faced, and the joy of recovery. Jefferson
Room (Room 122). Thursday, March 24, 7 p.m. Reservations required.

John Jay: Washington lawyer and author Walter Stahr will discuss his new book,
John Jay:Founding Father (Hambledon & London, 2005). Jay was a central figure in the
American Revolution and early Republic: delegate to and president of the
Continental Congress; America’s representative in Madrid, Paris and London;
Secretary for Foreign Affairs; one of the authors of the Federalist essays; first Chief
Justice of the United States; and two-term governor of New York. Stahr’s book is the
first full-length biography to appear in more than 60 years. Drawing on a wide vari-
ety of primary sources, including many from the National Archives, Stahr gives us a
comprehensive life history of this fascinating man and leader. Jefferson Room (Room
122). Wednesday, March 30, 7 p.m. Reservations required.

L E C T U R E  S E R I E S :  K N O W  Y O U R  R E C O R D S
These talks given by National Archives experts are held in Room G-24,Customer Service Center.
Enter on Pennsylvania Avenue.
Women in the Revolutionary War: Archivist Constance Potter will discuss the role
of women in the Revolutionary War. Tuesday, March 8, 11 a.m. (This lecture will be repeated
at the National Archives at College Park, in Lecture Room C,on Thursday,March 17,at 11 a.m.)
Electronic Resources for Women’s Studies: Archives specialist Nancy Melley
will explore the uses of electronic records and statistical data for insight on women
and women’s issues, starting in the second half of the 20th century. Tuesday,March 22,
11 a.m. (This lecture will be repeated at the National Archives at College Park,in Lecture Room
C, on Thursday, March 24, at 11 a.m.)

G E N E A L O G Y  W O R K S H O P S

Genealogy on the Internet: Part 1, “Collecting Data from the
Internet: What Do You Trust?” and Part 2, “Publishing Data on the Internet
Responsibly.” Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens will provide guidelines for determining the
credibility of information found on the Internet, showing a sample Internet Research
Calendar and examples of good and bad information available on the web. She will
also provide guidance on publishing responsible data on the Internet.Web publishing
software will be discussed. A fee of $15 is payable by cash or check at the door.
Washington Room (Room 121). Wednesday, March 9, 10 a.m.–noon. Reservations
required. Call 202-501-5000, menu option 5.

Beginning Your Irish Research in U.S. Sources: Elizabeth
Kelley Kerstens and Marie Melchiori will cover the basics of finding the origin of
Irish ancestors using resources available in the United States. They will present
strategies for working in passenger lists, immigration records, military records, cen-
sus records, city directories, and other original sources. A fee of $15 is payable by
cash or check at the door.Washington Room (Room 121). Thursday,March 10,10:15
a.m.–1 p.m. Reservations required. Call 202-501-5000, menu option 5.

Naturalization Records: Dr. John Colletta will explore naturalization
records from colonial times through the 1920s. He will also discuss finding aids to
these records, whether they are in traditional formats such as paper and microfilm
or on the Internet.A fee of $15 is payable by cash or check at the door.Washington
Room (Room 121). Saturday, March 19, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. Reservations required. Call
202-501-5000, menu option 5.

S P E C I A L  E V E N T

Latest in Lincoln Scholarship: In partnership with the Abraham
Lincoln Institute, Inc., the National Archives is proud to sponsor the eighth annual
“Latest in Lincoln Scholarship” symposium. Five nationally known Lincoln scholars
will speak: Harold Holzer, author of Lincoln at Cooper Union:The Speech that Made
Abraham Lincoln President (Simon & Schuster, 2004); Phillip Paludan, author of The
Presidency of Abraham Lincoln (University of Kansas, 1995); Matthew Pinsker, author
of Lincoln’s Sanctuary:Abraham Lincoln and the Soldiers’Home (Oxford, 2003); Elizabeth
Leonard, author of Lincoln’s Avengers: Justice, Revenge, and Reunion after the Civil War
(W.W. Norton, 2004); and Joseph Fornieri, author of Abraham Lincoln’s Political Faith
(Northern Illinois University, 2004). The annual Abraham Lincoln Institute Book
Award and the Hay-Nicolay dissertation prize will be presented. Auditorium,
National Archives at College Park. Saturday, March 12, 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Call 202-501-
5000, menu option 5, for more information and to register.

 


